April 18, 2022



"Feldman, the vice chair of the Senate Finance
Committee, steered three of the session’s most
controversial bills through the chamber. He
served as floor leader on legislation that would
go into effect if voters approve a marijuana
legalization referendum in November and the
bill to establish a paid family medical leave
program in Maryland. He and Finance Chair
Delores G. Kelley (D-Baltimore County)
successfully defended a measure expanding
abortion access through the Senate."
~Maryland Matters Staff, April 13, 2022�

Dear Friend,
The 2022 legislative session officially ended
on April 11th at midnight and, as your State
Senator, I am pleased to share the highlights
of the 90 day session with you.
As the Vice-Chair of the Senate Finance
Committee, I worked with my colleagues on
a wide range of legislative issues that came
before our Committee including increasing
access to affordable health care, promoting an
expansion of clean energy, providing tax relief
and paid family and medical leave to working
Marylanders, developing sound business
regulations for emerging industries, and generating
new economic development as our economy recovers
from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Please take a moment to review the information below and, as always, do not hesitate to contact me
with your comments, questions or concerns
at Brian.Feldman@senate.state.md.us.

Governor’s Fiscal Year 2023 Budget/Tax Relief Package

This year’s session kicked off with the introduction of Governor Hogan’s
proposed Fiscal Year 2023 budget. After careful deliberation and thorough
vetting, the Maryland General Assembly voted (unanimously in Senate) to
enact a $61 billion balanced budget in a powerful demonstration of
bipartisanship that highlighted a shared commitment to bolster our economy
and enhance the quality of life for all Marylanders.
Fueled by unexpected economic growth over the previous year and revenue
collections exceeding expectations, Maryland had an historic budget surplus,
allowing the Maryland General Assembly to make strategic, transformative
investments that will support our residents while saving for the future. The
budget includes $2.4 billion for the Rainy Day Fund and a $211 million surplus
in the General Fund to protect against potential future economic downturns.
The General Assembly and Governor worked together to pass a tax relief
package to help Marylanders in need as we continue to work our way through
the pandemic. It establishes a variety of tax breaks and cuts, including an
income tax credit for retirees that is projected to save Marylanders aged 65 and
older $1.55 billion in tax reductions over the next five years. As a result, 80% of
Maryland retirees will receive substantial relief or pay no State income taxes at
all. The tax relief package also includes $100 million to suspend the State gas tax
for 30 days to provide short-term relief to Marylanders in an effort to
ameliorate the increased cost of gas due to the war in Ukraine.
The budget also allocates over $7.9 billion to Maryland public schools, marking
the seventh consecutive year of passing record breaking education funding. In
addition, the budget invests in higher education, provides vital health care
services, enhances cybersecurity, increases quality child care options, and
expands access to Medicaid programs.
The thoughtful and careful crafting of the budget has resulted in Maryland
retaining its AAA bond rating – a feat only 11 other states can claim. The rating
– which is determined by S&P Global Ratings, Moody’s Investor Service, and
Fitch Ratings – is the culmination of decades of prudent budgeting and
financial management by the State. Most importantly, it gives Maryland
greater stability and flexibility when designing future budgets.

General Assembly Highlights

Climate Change

Climate Change is one of the most dire issues that we face. This session, a
number of priority bills passed that will move Maryland towards greater
independence from fossil fuels and greenhouse gas emissions. I worked with
Senator Pinsky and other colleagues to pass Senate Bill 528: The Climate
Solutions Now Act of 2022, which will set bold, aggressive, and practical
goals for reducing Maryland’s emissions of greenhouse gases 60% by 2030 and
reaching net neutral emissions by 2045. The bill will electrify our State vehicle
fleet and local school buses, financially incentivize the construction of new
net-zero schools, leverage private funding for green energy investments,
and limit methane emissions from landfills.

Time to Care Act

No one should have to choose between putting food on the table and getting
treatment for cancer, caring for a newborn, or comforting a parent during their
last days. For more than two years, Marylanders have suffered through the
worst global pandemic in a century and have struggled to support their
families. Senate Bill 275: The Time to Care Act enables workers to pay
into a fund to be eligible for 12 weeks of paid leave following the birth of a child
or to take care of themselves or a family member who is experiencing a serious
medical condition. I was proud to vote in favor of the Time to Care Act and to
act as a "Floor Leader" while the bill gained final passage in the Senate.
Supporting Reproductive and Maternal
Health
Reproductive healthcare should be treated like
any other type of healthcare. Throughout my
tenure in the Maryland General Assembly, I
have consistently voted to protect and enhance
women’s rights and their access to affordable
healthcare and reproductive services. With the
concern over the future of Roe v. Wade and the
fact that two-thirds of Maryland counties do not
have qualified gynecological and obstetrical
providers, I co-sponsored Senate Bill 890 – Abortion Care Access Act.
This bill expands the number of qualified providers and creates training
programs to ensure that there will be enough well skilled, qualified health
professionals to provide reproductive care services in Maryland. Further, we
expanded the Maryland Medical Assistance Program which provides maternal
health services to all Maryland residents through Senate Bill 778- Health
Babies Equity Act.

Ghost Guns

The Maryland General Assembly passed Senate Bill 387: Untraceable
Firearms Act that will prevent the public health threat caused by the
possession and sale of non-serialized and untraceable firearms that can be
assembled at home, commonly referred to as “ghost guns.” The legislation
requires that any gun manufactured after October 22, 1968 have a printed
serial number etched onto it to prove it was obtained legally. It bans the sale of
ghost guns starting in June, 2022 and bans possession of them starting in
2023. These safeguards will protect Marylanders by ensuring that only
individuals who are legally eligible to purchase firearms are able to acquire
them.

2022 Feldman Legislation

Cannabis Legislation

Legalizing adult-use recreational cannabis was a priority issue for the General
Assembly this session. I worked collaboratively with my colleagues in both the
House and the Senate to gain passage of House Bill 1 - Constitutional
Amendment – Cannabis – Adult Use and Possession. The bill was
assigned to the Finance Committee for consideration and I was given the role
as “Floor Leader” during the debate on the floor of the Senate to make sure the
initiative passed. This November, Marylanders will have the opportunity to
vote on whether or not Maryland should legalize adult-use recreational
cannabis.
If the ballot question passes, Maryland will join 18 other states in making
recreational adult-use cannabis legal. Accompanying House Bill 1, I introduced
legislation to lay the groundwork for legalization through the lens of addressing
the injustices caused by the criminalization of cannabis. Joining forces with my
colleague in the House, Delegate Clippinger, we were able to gain passage of
House Bill 837 – Cannabis Reform, which will come into effect if the
aforementioned referendum passes. House Bill 837 requires the State to
compile data and develop standards for legalization, including a diversity
study. The bill also permits the possession of small amounts of cannabis for a
dults 21 years or older and expunges court records of those convicted of
cannabis possession. Also, the legislation establishes the Cannabis Business
Assistance Fund, the Cannabis Public Health Advisory Council,
the Cannabis Public Health Fund and the Community Reinvestment
and Repair Fund which lay a foundation for a future discussion about a
potential market structure and regulatory framework that moves cannabis
from the illicit, unregulated market to a regulated market that generates tax
revenues and can be invested back into communities that have been
disproportionately impacted by prior cannabis enforcement policies.

Opioid Restitution Fund

In the summer of 2021, states across the country worked to investigate the
predatory practices used in the sale of opioids by the largest distributors of
prescription drugs. This nationwide effort resulted in a settlement of
approximately $26 billion, and gives Maryland the chance to claim up to $492
million. To ensure Maryland receives this funding, I sponsored legislation that
provides a framework for the allocation, distribution, and expenditure of the
settlement proceeds across our communities throughout the State. The bill
directs millions of dollars from the settlement to the Maryland Opioid
Restitution Fund which, in turn, provides funds for access to healthcare,
establishes support groups, boosts enforcement of anti-predatory laws, and
strengthens programs to assist victims of this tragic epidemic.

Clean Energy

Reducing our greenhouse gas emissions is a critical element in achieving our
clean energy goals. The heating and cooling of buildings represents a
significant portion of greenhouse gas emissions and I continue to promote
incentives through legislation that will curb our emissions and bring us closer
to our clean energy goals. This session I was the lead sponsor of Senate Bill
524: Energy Efficiency and Conservation Programs for Low-Income
Housing that requires the State to provide energy-efficient upgrades for
additional limited-income Maryland households. This bill has the three-fold
benefit of reducing limited-income residents' energy consumption by installing
energy efficient measures, lowering energy bills, and mitigating greenhouse gas
emissions.
In 2019, I sponsored the Clean Energy Jobs Act which requires that 50% of our
energy comes from renewable energy sources by 2030. One of the critical
components in reaching that goal is for Maryland to have a robust offshore
wind industry. This Session, I sponsored Senate Bill 526: Offshore Wind
Renewable Energy Credits which will greatly simplify and streamline the
process for developers to receive offshore wind energy credits (ORECs). This
will help jump start more offshore wind projects in Maryland, projects which
are beneficial to the environment and generate high-paying jobs.
Legislative Bond
Initiatives

In conjunction with my District
15 colleagues, Delegates Linda
Foley, David Fraser-Hidalgo
and Lily Qi, I am pleased to
share that we successfully
secured capital funding for
seven worthy projects in our
community

BlackRock Center for the Arts emerged as key anchor for the
Germantown/UpCounty community during the pandemic. This bond
initiative will fund significant improvements to the stages and kitchen
facilities, particularly the outdoor stage area.
The Guru Gobind Singh Foundation Trust, Inc. will receive
funding to renovate a building that will be used for their community
outreach program which focuses on preparing and distributing fresh,
healthy meals to families in need.
Pleasant View Historic Site Restoration Project will restore the
one-room school house and community center on this historic property
in order to preserve its African American legacy and provide a location
for historical appreciation, education, and community activities.
The Pavilion and Bank Barn at Madison Fields will offer direct
services, such as job training, equine therapy, and agricultural
education, to support our first responders, frontline healthcare
workers, church groups, veterans groups, senior groups and
community groups and establish a place for them to recover, refresh
and renew. This funding will be used for construction of the pavilion
and barn.
Ivymount School is a nonpublic special education school located in
Potomac, serving 200 students with developmental disabilities. This
bond initiative funding will be used to implement their much needed
Emergency Preparedness and Security Plan.
South Germantown Recreational Park is a popular destination
for families and adults who wish to develop their mountain biking
skills. This project will partially fund the next phase of this unique and
innovative bike park.
Warrior Canine Connection is a nonprofit organization that is
dedicated to serving our nation’s veterans and their families. The
funding we secured will be used for capital improvements to its
"Healing Quarters" to support its unique therapeutic service dog
training program and placement of service dogs with wounded
Veterans. The facility is located on 80 acres of Maryland State parkland
in Seneca Creek State Park in Boyds and is a model public-private
partnership to serve the needs of returning warriors and Veterans.

As always, thank you for giving me the
opportunity to represent you in Annapolis. I
value your feedback and encourage you to
contact me with any questions or comments
at Brian.Feldman@senate.state.md.us
Sincerely,

